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Serum-therapy was an essential feature of the treatment of certain
types of lobar pneumonia and rneningococcal meningitis until the
introduction of chemotherapy, but it is now seldom, if ever,
necessary. The therapeutic effect of antiviral sera is uncertain,
but convalescent and/or immune horse serum have been used
with a limited degree of success in the treatment of poliomyelitis,
measles and yellow fever.
5. The Control of Chemotherapy. Chernotherapeutic agents,
in particular the sulphonamides, penicillin, streptomycin, chloram-
phenicol and the tetracyclines are now widely used and they have
proved most valuable therapeutic agents. It is therefore impor-
tant to appreciate that the action of these substances on different
organisms varies considerably, e.g., many strains of Staph.
aureus are now resistant to penicillin, while Gram-negative bacilli
are often sensitive to streptomycin and chloramphenicol but not
to penicillin.
The use of chemotherapeutic agents should therefore be sub-
jected to strict bacteriological control in order to ensure that an
active preparation is given. This is particularly important when
the clinical response to any of these substances is unsatisfactory.
The sensitivity of bacteria to these substances can be readily
determined in the laboratory (cf. Chapter XXXIX).